
 MINUTES OF THE

WORKFORCE SERVICES AND COMMUNITY

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE

 Wednesday, April 18, 2007 – 2:00 p.m. – Room W025 House Building

Members Present:

Sen. Mark B. Madsen, Senate Chair

Rep. Steven R. Mascaro, House Chair

Sen. Allen M. Christensen

Sen. Fred J. Fife

Sen. Patricia W. Jones

Rep. James A. Dunnigan

Rep. Janice M. Fisher

Rep. Julie Fisher

Rep. Christopher N. Herrod

Rep. Karen W. Morgan

Members Absent:

Sen. Dan R. Eastman

Sen. Jon J. Greiner

 

Staff Present:

Mr. Arthur L. Hunsaker, Policy Analyst

Mr. James L. Wilson, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Glenda S. Whitney, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Madsen called the meeting to order at 2:17 p.m. Sen. Greiner was excused from the meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Mascaro moved to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2006 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously with Sen. Christensen, Rep. Dunnigan, and Rep. Julie Fisher absent for the vote.

2. 2007 General Session: Review of Workforce Services and Community and Economic 

Development Legislation

Mr. Hunsaker gave a brief overview from the handout, "Workforce Services and Community and

Economic Development Legislation from the 2007 General Session," which was distributed in the mailing

packet.

3. Agency Overview and 2007 Interim Study Recommendations

Mr. Palmer DePaulis, Executive Director, and Ms. Allyson Isom, Deputy Director, DCC (Department of

Community and Culture), gave a slide presentation and a brief overview on the DCC's responsibilities,

activities, and mission.

Mr. Jason Perry, Executive Director, and Mr. Michael Nelson, Director, Corporate Recruitment and State

Incentives, GOED (Governor's Office of Economic Development), distributed and reviewed a packet of

information, "Utah Life Elevated." They presented an overview on the responsibilities of the GOED and

identified key areas of focus.

MOTION: Rep. Mascaro moved to direct staff to open a 2008 General Session bill file based on 

S.B. 249, "Economic Development Incentives Modifications," which did not pass in the 2007 General

Session. The motion passed unanimously.
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Chair Madsen introduced Ms. Kristen Cox as the newly appointed Executive Director of the DWS

(Department of Workforce Services).

Ms. Cox updated the Committee on the DWS's duties and reviewed the department's key objectives,

programs, and current goals.

Mr. Bill Starks, Unemployment Insurance Director, DWS, responded to committee questions regarding

unemployment compensation programs available at the DWS.   

Ms. Helen Thatcher, DWS, responded to questions regarding case management numbers.

4. Interim Study Recommendations

Mr. Wilson reviewed "Workforce Services and Community and Economic Development - Items from the

Master Study Resolution" which was distributed in the mailing packet.

Ms. Karen Silver, Salt Lake Community Action Program, urged the Committee to study items 217 and

218 on the item list.

The Committee reviewed the proposed study items and made recommendations for additions to the list.

Chair Madsen suggested looking at a step down option for child care that was requested by Sen. Greiner

and Rep. Morley.

Sen. Jones requested that when the Committee addresses study item 215, "County Affordable Housing," it

invite the new Financial Stability Council to give input, and suggested waiting a few months until the

newly formed council had more time to meet.

Chair Madsen indicated that the chairs had previously requested permission from the Legislative

Management Committee to study all the public assistance services provided by or through state and local

agencies. He suggested that the Committee cooperate with other interim committees to put together a

comprehensive list of agencies and entities that provide services to their various dependent constituencies.

MOTION: Rep. Janice Fisher moved that the Committee study the step down option to child care which

addresses working mothers not being penalized by losing that service if they want to take a raise or a

promotion. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Christensen and Rep. Dunnigan absent for the vote.

MOTION: Sen. Jones moved that the Committee study the state's senior and disabled populations and the

need for care, including adult day care, respite care, and housing, to be provided to these constituencies so

that others might be productive in the workforce. The motion passed unanimously with 

Sen. Christensen and Rep. Dunnigan absent for the vote. 

MOTION: Rep. Julie Fisher moved that the Committee study the North American Industry Classification

System code designations in relation to monies designated to flow into the Tourism Marketing

Performance Account. 
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After committee discussion, Rep. Fisher withdrew the motion.

Rep. Julie Fisher suggested looking at who currently has oversight responsibility for the Boxing

Commission. She wanted a report on the effect of no longer having the commission fall under the

jurisdiction of the Utah Sports Authority.

Ms. Sandy Naegle, GOPB (Governor's Office of Planning and Budget), responded to committee questions

regarding the Boxing Commission and commented that the GOPB had an interest in this oversight issue.

MOTION: Sen. Fife moved that the Committee study and review legislation in other states to determine

what could be done for veterans, including training programs and other services to help their businesses. 

After committee discussion and clarification that this program already existed under the direction of the

GOED, Sen. Fife withdrew the motion.

Sen. Madsen turned the chair over to Rep. Mascaro.

5. Committee Business

Chair Mascaro suggested a proposed timetable for agencies to make presentations on study items to the

Committee as follows: May - DWS, June - DWS and DCC, July - DCC, September - GOED and other

items to be determined, October - GOED, and November - as needed.

6. Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Julie Fisher moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

Sen. Christensen and Rep. Dunnigan were absent for the vote. 

Chair Mascaro adjourned the meeting at 3:51 p.m.


